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1 CORINTHIANS, 1 CRHAr. 10 VERSE, 


I BESEECH YOU BRETHREN BY THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS 


CHRIST, THAT YE ALL SPEAK THE SAME THING; THAT 
THERE BE NO DIVISIONS AMONG YOU; BUT THAT YE 
BE PERFECTLY JOINED TOGETHER IN THE SAME 
MIND, AND IN THE SAME JUDGEMENT. 


AME lighteſt acquaintance with the hiſtory of Chriſtianity 
1 will convince us, that, from its infancy, through all ſuc- 
ceeding ages to 'the preſent period, it has been uniformly 
oppoſed by the power of intereſt, and miſrepreſented by the 
clamour of ignorance. Though it was offered to the under- 
ſtandings of men, not in the enticing words of man's wiſdom, 


© but in demonſtration of the ſpirit, and with power; yet 


thoſe to whom it was ſo graciouſly propoſed, inſtead of © receiving 
< it with meekneſs, ſtudying its doctrines with care, and practiſing 


its precepts with ſincerity, were too prone to meaſure its deſign - 


by their own narrow prejudices, and accommodate its language 
to 
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to the purpoſes of vain and uſeleſs contention. The ſame ſpirit 
has continued to prevail. For though the apoſtle deprecates 
diviſions as deſtructive of a Chriſtian Spie; and injurious to 
Chriſtianity itſelf; and beſceches the profeſſors of the Goſpel 
« by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they would all 
ce ſpeak the ſame thing ;” yet ſo fond are men of diſtinctions, 
ſo ambitious of en in the little circle of their neighbours 
at the head of a ſe&, that the entreaties of the apoſtle, the 
peace of the Church, the honor of our holy religion, arc 
ſacrificed with indecent clamour, and unhallowed precipitation 
to their unruly and ungovernable paſſions. 


When St. Paul wrote his maſterly epiſtie to the Corinthians, 

£45 the Church which he had planted in that city was endangered by 
the Gentile, and the Jewiſh converts; each ambitiouſly called 
themſelves believers in Chriſt, and each miſchievouſly perverted 

the truth which Chriſt had revealed. The Gentile was capti- 

vated by the philoſophical ſubtleties and rhetorical ornaments, 
which Apollos, it ſhould ſeem, had introduced into his method 

of teaching. The Jew contended for the neceſſity of ceremonial 
obſervances, and pleaded for his opinion the authority of Cephas, 

To the plain, ſolid, and ſalutary inſtructions which they had 
22 received from St. Paul, they were equally inattentive; and while 
they cenſured each other for holding erroneous tenets, they 

were themſelves equally involved in error, and equally guilty of 
uncharitableneſs. St. Paul therefore, with diſtinguiſhed pro- 
priety, addreſſes them, not in the name of Apollos, whom they 
admired; not in the name of Cephas, whom they miſunderſtood; 

but in the name of their common and acknowleged maſter, 

Jeſus Chriſt.“ He bids them “ ſpeak the ſame thing;” he 
deprecates the diviſions which had grown up among them; 

| he 


See Pyle's excellent Note on the Paſſage, 
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he exhorts them © to be perfectly joined together in the ſame 
© mind, and in the ſame judgment.” Their minds had been 
previouſly inſtructed, and their judgments enlightened by the 
doctrines which St. Paul himſelf had preached; and in recurring 
to thoſe doctrines they would have found an unerring rule to 
guide their opinions, and a moſt efficacious principle for healing 
their diviſions. The ſtrife and envy of which the Apoſtle 
afterwards ſpeaks ſo feelingly; the backbiting, ſwellings whiſ- 
pering, and tumultę which he deſcribes ſo forcibly, would ſoon 


have been done away, if they had been willing to reflect upon 
his doctrine, and ſubmit to his authority. In reſpect to 
"themſelves, humility would have taken place of pride; in 
reſpect to their believing. brethren, forbearance would have 


ſucceeded to malignity; in reſpect to the general cauſe of Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf, inſtead of being diſhonored by their ſtrife, it 
would have been ſtreng:hened by their union. 


In man, conſidered as a rational being, the deſire of diſcovering 


truth is highly becoming; the attempt to diſcover it is even 


incumbent on him as a moral creature; the actual diſcovery of 


it is facilitated by a ſpirit of impartiality and candour; and the 
utility ot it, when diſcovered, is more extenſive, where the ſame 


— 


diligent and diſpaſſionate enquiry has conducted men to the ſame 


clear and conſiſtent deciſion. But if theſe obſervations be juſt, 


as they generally regard our duty and our happineſs, they are 
peculiarly important in the diſcuſſion of thoſe ſubjects, which are 
connected with religion. Every difficulty is there increaſed by a 
contentious temper; every advantage is there heightened by a 


ſincere and ſteady diſpoſition © to ſpeak the ſaine thing, and to 
cc be joined together in the ſame mind.“ 


I would not however be underſtood to ſay, that becauſe di- 
viſions 
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viſions are pernieſous to the intereſts of the Goſpel, we ſhould 
therefore implicitly embrace, and paſſively retain opinions which 
credulity may have taken up, and error ſanctioned; but it is 
ſurely incumbent on us, before we embroil the peace of ſociety, 
to propoſe our doubts with modeſty, and diſcuſs them with 
forbearance. If men are morally certain, that by the introduction 


Nn of their, tenets, TRUTH, with all her train of virtues, will gain 


admiſſion to the excluſion of error, and the ſuppreſſion of vice, 
they are then juſtified in proclaiming their diſſent from opinions, 
however long received, or widely diſſeminated, or firmly eſtab- 
liſhed; but if, on the contrary, they are actuated by diſappoint- 


ment or pride; or if the utility of their ſcheme be uncertain or 


precarious, the ardour which they profeſs for the reformation of 


"mankind, is a plea quite inſufficient ro juſtify the ſchiſm 
which they deliberately excite. 


I ſhall be entitled, I hope, to your indulgence, if I in ſome 


"meaſure deviate from the common topics which are generally 


choſen on occaſions ſimilar to the prefent by my Reverend Bre- 
thren. The leading principlecof their profeſional duties are, I 


am ſure, diftinaly underſtood by the audience I have the honor 


to addreſs; and I truſt that the ſubject I have choſen for our 


more immediate conſiderarion, will not be thought wholly un- 
connected with thoſe duties, as they affect the credit of our ſacred 
office, and the nobleſt intereſts of ſociery. 1 thall therefore 
ſolicit your patient attention, whilſt I advert to a notorious and 


dangerous 'divifion made in the Eſtabliſhed Church, by a de- 


ſeription of men, generally — by the denomination 
of 'MzTraopisrs, 


I ſhall firſt conſider what good, whether real, or ſuppoſed, 
both 


r 


(VF 
Both to Chriſtianity and to Society, has accrued from the in- 
troduction of their doctrines. Bil 


_ Secondly, What are the evils, whether inherent in, or re- 
ſulting from them ? | 


Thirdly, Why Methodiſm has. ſo increaſed, and by what 
means it is ſupported; from which ſome obſervations will, in 
concluſion, naturally ariſe, . which your candour may perhaps 


| diſpoſe you to conſider. as not. unſuitable to the deſign of our 


preſent meeting. 


1 am compelled to premiſe, that the ' moſt candid inveſti- 
gation of Methodiſm- has always provoked from its profeſſors 
the moſt perverſe cavils, and outrageous reproaches. In 
whatever view you conſider it, you are from that moment 
abhorred, or deſpiſed,” or pitied by the whole ſociety, This 
circumſtance is ſurely ſuſpicious. If their ſyſtem of religion be 
founded on truth, the more it is examined the greater cauſe they 
will have of rejoicing ; if on error, the ſooner they are convinced 
of their miſtake, the higher muſt be their obligation to thoſe who 
diſcover to them the uncertain foundation. on: which their edifice: 
is raiſed. But I have been repeatedly told by ſome: of their moſt 
diſtinguiſhed members, that could they even be convinced that 
Methodiſm is à deluſion; it is ſo pleaſing and fo comfortable, 
they would ſtill continue in it. We, my brethren, will act a 
contrary part. We will diveſt ourſelves of every prejudice. We 
will not withhold from them that juſtice which we wiſh to rective 
at their hands. We will conſider fairly and impartially how far 
their tenets promote the intereſts of Chriſtianity how far they 
conduce to the real welfare of Society, as we believe it will 
appear, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, and 
when every good man, of whatever perſuaſion, ſhall have praiſe 


of God, | 
B I. Their 


I. Their firſt claim upon our attention is, that they preach 
the word of God in its genuine purity. Acting under the im- 
mediate inſpiration of the holy Ghoſt, receiving from him what 
they muſt. ſay, and how they muſt ſpeak, they are, in general, 
under the direction of an infallible guide. Why, after the or- 
dinary aſſiſtances of the Divine Spirit have been for ſo many 
ages granted in aid of human attainments, the Almighty ſhould 
entertain for the“ ignorant and illiterate, an excluſive predi- 
lection; why he ſhould confine his inſpirations to thoſe who 
are, for the molt part, incapable of ſound reaſoning, and enlarged 
comprehenſion, is a queſtion which defies the ſolution of human 
ingenuity, From this perſuaſion of divine illumination, they 
preach the doctrines of remiſſion of ſins, inſtantaneous in its 
operations, and complete in its effects, and of the certain know- 
lege of the day and hour, when they firſt received the holy 
Spirit when they ceaſed to be ſons of Belial, and became 


children 


* The modern fanatics, ſays a ſagacious and acute obſerver, pretend to as high a 
degree of divine communications as if no rule of faith was in being; or, at leaſt, az 


if that rule was ſo obſcure as to need the further aſũſtance of the holy Spirit to explain 
his own meaning; or ſo imperfect as to need a new inſpiration to ſupply its wants. 
— But theſe men read the hiſtory of the diſpenſations to the firſt propagators of our 
holy faith : they look with admiration on the privileges and powers conferred on 
thoſe choſen inſtruments: their imaginations grow heated: they forget the dif- 
ference between the preſent and the paſt economy of things: they ſeem to feel the 
impreſſions they read of ; and they aſſume the airs, and mimic the authority of 
prophets and apoſtles. See Biſbep Warburion on Grace, 112th page. 


It was a celebrated maxim of the Jews, ſays Dr. Whitby on the 26th verſe 


of the Iſt chap. of the 1 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, that ** prophecy reſides not 
«© but upon a wiſe, a ſtrong, and a rich man. The Methodiſts ſeem to have invert- 


ed this maxim in two-inſtances, and to believe that peculiar illuminations are given 
to the 1gnorant and the poor. 


En!) 

children of light.“ 7 felt faith in Chrift, ſays the founder of the 
ſet, and an aſſurance was given me that be had taken away my ſins, 
even MINE? Ob what ſweet communion, ſays another diſtinguiſhed 
preacher, who went out from us,” had I daily vouchſafed from 
God. + I am carried by our dear Saviour from day to day] lean 
on Jeſus's boſom from morning 10 night, yea, all the day long. 


On theſe extraordinary paſſages, allow me to make this ſingle 
- 6bſervation: if they are to be underſtood literally, they are not 
correſpondent to the tenor of ſcripture; if figuratively, what 
could have been the intention of the writers, but by inveſting 
their ſyſtem with -dazzling pomp, and awful ſolemnity, to 
Excite in their more ignorant readers, the expectation of perſo- 
nal communication with the Deity, immediately and ſeaſibly 
preſent. | 


B 2 Whether 


* Exery gift of the Spirit, as well as faith, cometh by hearing; and that not 
in the inſtant, but by degrees; for the Goſpel does not illuminate and ſanctify 
men Ar ones; but by ſucceſſive improvements, according to the care with 
which we liſten to its admonitions, and the impreſſion they make upon us. 
One truth received prepares the mind to entertain a ſecond; that, a third; and 
fo on, *till we become perfect in the knowledge of the faith. Our moral advances 
are made in the ſame manner: one good reſolution begets another, which again 
produces ſucceeding ones, till through ſeveral intervening ſtates, we arrive, or 


almoſt arrive at peife& odedience. Ser Biſhop Hurd' Sermons, vol. 2, page 9. 
„ Wefley's Journal. + Whitfield's Journal. t Letters. 


That the operations of the holy Spirit can be diſtinguiſhed from the work - 
ings of our own mind, no rational and enlightened chriſtian will, I apprehend, 
take upon him to affirm. That ſuch diſtinction, even in Mr. Whitfield's etima- 
tion is not eaſy, appears from his own words. © Alas! Alas! in how 2 
«things dave I judged and ated wrong! Being fond of ſcripture language, I 

« have 
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Whether thediſſemination of ſuch doctrines promotes the intereſts. 
of Chriſtianity, you, my Reverend Brethren, may be perhaps ſo 
ſceptical as to doubt; becauſe it will probably appear to your 
minds inconſiſtent with the revelation“ God has made of himſelf, 
and with the general tenor of his dealings toward the children of 
men. Their own experience, the only teſtimony the Methodiſts 
have to offer, is not, I think, perfectly intelligible as a fact, nor 
altogether concluſive as an evidence. Beſides, we do not find 
in the writings —or if, in compliance with their prejudices, I uſe 
ſo indeterminate an expreſſion, -. the experience of the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed of our Church, men, whoſe. talents have defended, 
and whoſe piety has adorned Chriſtianity, any intimation of ſuch 
near and perſonal communion with God. 


1 


Grounded as is this perſualion in their minds, we cannot wonder 


that it ſhould be the conſtant ſubject of their ſermons, and the 


general cheme of their converſation; but as it is confined almoſt 
excluſively 


* 


es have often uſed a ſtyle tes apo/iolical, and at the ſame time I have been too. bitter 
% in my zeal. Wild fire has been mixed with it; and I „nd { have frequently 
% evrote and ſpoke too much in my own ſpirit, when 1 thought I was writing and ſpeak- 
« ing entirely by the aſſiſlance of the Spirit of God,” G. - What is this but an open 
acknowledgement that Methodiſm is a deluſion? 


They err, not knowing the ſcriptures, who from this or the like paſſages— 
« the Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit that we are the children of God,” 
imagine that the Spirit ever gives or was deſigned to give INWARD ASSURANCE 
Or CERTAINTY to men'of THEIR FINAL STATE. See Biſhop Sherlack's Sermons, 
vel. , fer. 8th. On the juſt application of Scripture.—See an admirable Sermon by 
Mr. Keen Paley. 


+ In the writings of Clarke," Jortin, Sherlock, Skelton, Secker, Leland, Hurd, 
and Porteus, men whoſe learning is equalled only by their Piety, we meet with 


on ſuch arrogant preſumption. 


- 


1 


excluſively to themſelves;“ you who ſtudy the ſcriptures with 
feriouſneſs, and compare them with accuracy, will probably heſitate 
before you admit the truth of what they call, “ their glory and 
joy. Should then Chriſtianity, by the promulgation of ſuch 
doctrines, have received neither accumulation of evidence, nor 
clearneſs of illuſtration, that very purity of which they boaſt; 
may be found, upon a nearer view, to be ſullied with pride, and 
disfigured by error. 


It is farther urged, that, by the introduction of Methodiſm, 
the Goſpel is preached by many of the Clergy of our Church in 
greater purity. If by purity be meant the inſiſting perpetually 
on the doctrines of faith, grace, juſtification, the new- birth, the 
indwelling of the ſpirit, communion with God—l reckon not ſuch 
peculiarities among the excellencies of public inſtruction. CovLp 
IT INDEED BE PROVED, that inſtead of preaching mere morality, we 
have been induced by them to expatiate on the genius of Chriſti- 
anity, on the excellency of its precepts, on the ſublimity of its doc- 
trines, on the importance of its ſanctions, we would readily 
acknowlege that ſome good to Chriſtianity has been indirely 
produced bythe propagates of Methodiſm. But if the Methodiſts 

would 


In this place, and indeed throughout the whole ſermon, I include the fol- 
lowers of Mr. Whitfield, who are generally called Calviniſis, between whom and 
the adherents of Mr, Weſley, contentions about the doctrines of grace and election 
have been carried on, which evidently demonſtrate what ſpirit they are of—con- 
tentions which would diſgrace enlightened heathens. Tantœne animis cœleſtibus 


irz ? 


| + IT would earneſtly recommend to the reader the attentive peruſal of Biſhop 
Lavington's Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and Papiſts compared : he will meet with 
both amuſement and conviction-. A pamphlet too, entitled A Review of the 
Policy, DoArines, and Morals of the Methodiſts, Sold by Johuſon, London, 


price one ſhilling. 


Ea 
would be perſuaded ſeriouſly to read, and impartially to conſider 
the explanations which ſome of our moſt illuſtrious brethren have 
given of grace, juſtification, and the new - birth, they would per- 
haps fiod that, where they reproach us with 46" — we have 
been anxious to explain the truth, and where they charge us 
with errors, we have been fortunate enough to diſcover it. 


They farther boaſt, that they have not only been the means 
of evangelizing our diſcourſes, but alſo of improving our morals. 
If they have been the inftrumencs of preſerving us from the 
commiſſion of groſs vices by their vigilant attention to our 
conduct, far be it from me to depreciate their claim to our gra- 
titude. But hy ſhould they impute to the efficacy of their ow 
example, a fact which may be equally accounted for by the ſenſe 
which we feel of our duty, by the obedience: which we pay to 
the directions of our Church, and by the progreſs which we have 
made in our knowlege of the ſcriptures ? 


We acknowlege and lament that, among: the miniſters of the 
Church, men have ſometimes been found of languid piety, and 
unſtable virtue. But their number, we truſt, is not very con- 
ſiderable; and for our moral improvement—if improved we be 
it were eaſy to aſſign more unequivocal and more adequate 
cauſes, than the watchfulneſs of thoſe who deſpiſe, or the oppo- 
fition of thoſe who revile us. The Clergy, we know, have ad- 
vanced in practical virtue, as well as ſpeculative knowlege; they 
ſhare, | in common with other men, the advantages of civilization 3 
they acquire, in a ſtate of ſociety, a juſt ſenſe of decorum, and 
they preſerve it, when acquired, in greater purity, by deep and 
ſerious reſlections upon the ſanctions of religion. It is therefore 
to be hoped that the morals of the teachers have had ſome bene; 
ficial influence uu the conduct of their hearers ; and that, 
ſeeing 


- 
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ſeeing ovr lives at no variance with our profeſſion, they have been 


diſpoſed to liſten to us with more attention, and to imitate us 
with more aſſiduity. 


Another boaſted advantage is, that men, who formerly were 
totally ignorant of the nature of the Chriſtian covenant, are now, 
ſince they embraced Methodiſm, * mighty in the ſcriptures.” 
That they apply themſelves with diligence to the reading of the 
holy ſcriptures,. we are ready to confeſs, to approve, and to en- 
courage. And they are, in this. reſpect, a reproach to too many 
of the members of our Church. But having had no farther 
education l ſpeak of the generality—than merely to enable them 
to read, how can they be ſuppoſed to underſtand with critical 
nicety, and explain with argumentative preciſion, thoſe writings, 
which St. Peter aſſerts “ are hard to be underſtood ?” When 
you reaſon with them upon any point of doctrine, they over- 
power you with quotations, which they call proofs, from the 


ſacred oracles. But the misfortune. is, that you are under the 


neceſſity of explaining all the paſſages they produce in ſupport of 
their opinions; in doing which, the very ſight of the original queſ- 
tion is, in general, gradually loſt. From their ignorance of the ſcope 
of the writers—the character of the people to whom thoſe writings 
are addreſſed the ſtyle and figures ufed by the inſpired penmen— 
they apply paſſages, which, when attentively examined, and 
thoroughly underſtood, have no relation whatſoever to the doctrines 
they are defending. Here their ſuppoſed ſuperiority triumphs: 
for the moſt learned Divine, according to this mode of reaſon- 
ing, cannot confute the moſt illiterate mechanic. If, inſtead of 
having their heads buſied, and their paſſions heated by their 
contemplations on abſtruſe“ ſubjects, they would engrave on 
their 

l beg leave to refer the learned reader to an admirable differtation 5 by 
alſter 
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their hearts, the virtues of meekneſs, humility, juſtice, forgive- 
neſs, their daily peruſal of the ſcriptures. would be then truly. 
laudable—and however we might pity the errors of their under-- 
ſtandings, we ſhould applaud the amiableneſs of their manners, 
and the rectitude of their conduct, 


That Methodiſm, however, has been productive of ſome good to 
ſociety, I could, were it neceſſary, produce many inſtances, If 
any one doubt the truth of what I ſay, let him enquire of men; 
on whoſe veracity he can depend, particularly in the great ma- 
nufacturing towns, and he will be informed of many, who, im- 
merſed in ſenſuality, and enſlaved to vice, have been, by the 
preaching of Methodiſm, reclaimed from their evil courſes. 
But Chriſtianity requires active virtue. It is not ſufficient that 


a „ man ceaſe to do evil —be is to learn to do well.“ The 
menace 


Falſter, de majeſtate ſaeræ ſeripturæ non temeré profanandi,—Minime pervul - 
gandam ita eſſe facram ſcripturam ut cunQa ejus myſteria, in quibuſhbet triviis et 
compitis, profano vulgo exponantur; eaque apud ſubſellia ruſticorum ia diſquiſi- 
tionem veniant, quz ipſis etiam theologorum tribunalibus negotium faceſſunt. He 
goes on thus; — Memento, inquam quantum periculi celeberrima illa et profuſa 
totius ſacræ ſcripturz lectio habeat, ex quũ tot pravæ et adulterinæ interpretationes 
ſzpe_naſcantur ; ex interpretationibus tot ſectæ, quibus orbis chriltianus miſerẽ diſ- 
trahitur. affligitur, laceratur. ***, Memento porro ad ſalutarem Dei cognitio- 
nem, ad TngoPopiay, ad ſalutem ſatis vulgo eſſe inftitutiones catecheticas, juſta et 
perſpicua ſacrorum oraculorum auQtoritate firmatas, rité et diligenter enucleatas, 
fideliter ad præſeriptum Legis Regie inculcatas. | 


What Falſter ſaid about the pictifs in his own country, may be applied to thoſe 
who among us are known by the name of Methodiſts; we may confidently tell them, 
that the Church of England has provided an excellent catechiſm for the inſtruction 
of its members, and we may juſtly add, that ſome of its moſt diſtinguiſhed teachers, 
eſpecially Archbiſhop Secker, have written interpretations of that catechiſm, 
ſound in their doctrine, perſpicuous ia their language, and moſt beneficial in their 
tendency, | 


- 
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menace of damnation, ſo often brandiſhed with terror, and le- 
velled with indignation, may reſtrain men from the open violation 
of moral duty; but the Goſpel requires, that all who embrace it 
be © rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 
e nicate.” Chriſtianity is not conſidered by the Methodiſts as 
having a ſufficiently intimate relation with this world.* For virtue 
they ſubſtitute holineſs, which conſiſts, not in acts of mercy and 
benevolence, but ſometimes in tedious prayers, ſometimes in 
ſudden raptures, and ſometimes in gloomy meditations. 


I heartily wiſh that I could conſiſtently and: juſtly add one 
other SUBSTANTIAL proof of the utility which either Chriſtianity 
or ſociety may have derived from the propagation of their 
doctrines; but the man the moſt attached to their ſyſtem, and 
the molt ſolicitous for its ſucceſs, would not, I am perſuaded, by 
any effort of ingenuity, be able to produce any additional cir- 
cumſtances in its favor. And even ſome of the advantages I 
have enumerated—for ſuch they are conſidered by themſelves— 
appear to de the bewildered reveries of a difordered mind, rather 
than the judicious ſuggeſtions of a ſound underſtanding, and the 
clear dictates of genuine. piety. WP 

e | th 

In contraſting with them the diſadvantages which Methodiſm 
has produced, 1 wiſh not to excite in you any emotions of con- 
tempt towards the people, whoſe errors and frailties, whilſt we re- 
cord them, we ought, as Chriſtian miaiſters, ſeriouſly.to lament. 


C II. In 


- ® If religion, fays a learned and venerable prelate, is of a nature ſo entirely dif- 
ferent from our worldly concerns, has it therefore no connection with them, and 
is it ſo pure as to avoid their iatereourſe? There have been ſuch tenets, but they 
do not belong to rational Chriſtianity, Religion bas the world for the theatre of 
its action, and is as intimately connected with it as the ſoul is with the body. See 
4 179 excellent ſermon publiſhed by bis Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of York, in 1777. 
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II. In entering upon my Second Head I am led to obſerve, 
that they even oſtentatiouſly profeſs to be real and true mem- 
bers of the Church of England. Now is the moft wanton abvſe,. 
the molt outrageous contempt of its teachers, conſiſtent with 
ſuch profeſſion? We preach, it is ſaid, only heathen morality ; 
for God, having withheld from us the power of his grace, we do 
not know bow to preath the goſpel; In this indiſcrtminate cenſure, 
men of the higheſt talents; moſt extenſive learning, and irre- 
proachable morals, are comprehended. We are expoſed to the 
molt ſarcaſtic ridicule, the ſevereſt condemnation, becauſe our 
underſtandings reſiſt the abſurdity of their opinions; and becauſe- 
we dare not, to conciliate their eſteem, preach doctrines which: 
our judgment forbids us to believe, and which our conſcience- 
commands us to condemn. 


The parochial "OM being the guides of the vulgar, and of 
the ignorant, both (in. civilized manners, and uſeful attainments, 
can a greater outrage be done to ſociety, than to repreſent us as. 
not only uſeleſs, but pernicious to that ſociety we are expected 
to enlighten by our knowlege, and improve by our example ?. 
Is this conſiſtent. with Chriſtian. charity? Is this the ſuggeſtion: 
of that amiable ſpirit “ which thinketh no- evil?“ Is this. 
one of the fruits of Chriſtianity, whoſe tendency is to regv:ate- 
the paſſions, and to meliorate the heart? How many unhappy 
wretches have been alienated from the public ſervice of the- 
Church, and have literally “lived without God in the world,“ 
by their malicious miſrepreſentations ? When they declaim to 
the ignorant that they are born of God, and affirm that it is im- 
poſſible ſor us, who are not ſo highly favored, to preach the 
Goſped—whatever be their views, the - conſequences are moſt de- 
plorable. They, no doubt, mean to proſelyte men to their own 
opinions; but if they fail in the attempt, they render them in- 
different—ſo willing are too many to renounce all claim to 
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e the things which are not ſeen to that ſeaſonable inſtruction 
with which it is the intention of our Church that all her children 
be ſupplied, and that rational worſhip, which, whilſt it inſpires 
with piety, preſerves from enthuſiaſm. 


They further alledge that our people, by their attendance on divine 
worſhip, are not made better. What is this but arrogating to them- 
ſelves the property of omniſcience? Admitting, however, the truth 
of the aſſertion—let them conſider before they ſo wantonly deſtroy 
the preſent and future happineſs of men—how much worſe a 
nation would become, if it univerſally adopted the defperate 
reſolution of renouncing the public worſhip of Almighty God. 


But it is here to be remarked, that they are openly counter- 
acting the effects of the Goſpel, and the deſign of its Author. 
Jeſus Chriſt expreſsly commands, that all who profeſs his re- 
ligion, commemorate his death in the holy Sacrament. Now to 
prevent men, either by foul calumnies, or infidious ſug- 
geſtions, from attending at the Lord's Table, is to deſtroy the 
efficacy of that divine ordinance, upon every unhappy perſon 
whom thoſe calumnies may have irritated, or thoſe ſuggeſtions 
miſguided. How this is to be reconciled with an ardent zeal 
for the honor of God, and the ſalvation of men, can only be 
deſcribed by their - peculiar Phraſeology, and comprehended by 


their illuminated minds. 


If in the cultivation of the minds of their children, if in im- 
preſſing juſt principles, and implanting ſound morals, they can ſhew 


themſelves to be under a divine direction, Methodiſin will be al- 
lowed to have produced happy effects. But the very contrary is ho- 
torious. Many of them perſuade themſelves, it ſnould ſeem, that their 
duty towards their children is completely difcharged by compel - 

C 2 ling | 


i 0 1 
ling them to attend the prayers of their family, and the preaching 
of their aſſemblies. What is the effect? Meanneſs and deceit 
take deep root in their mind, and produce a copious harveſt of 
ſecret follies, and concealed irregularities. Deprived of rational 
amuſements, wearied with long prayers, diſguſted with puri— 
tanical converſation, the moment they eſcape from the hands of 
their deluded parents, they fall a prey, as is naturally to be ex- 
peed, to every temptation. They are without prudence, and 
without virtue. The moral ſenſe is not implanted at all, and a 
ſenſe of religion has been implanted in vain. I muſt not omit 
obſerving, that the children of the Methodiſts, if they fail to 
embrace the religion of their parents, are ſeldom attached to any 
mode of worſhip, or ſyſtem of belief. From the averſion, which 
they have contracted at home, to folly. or fanaticiſm, they too 
often conclude that religion itſelf is nothing but hypocriſy ; and 
as they are unacquainted with the evidences, and the genius of 
Chriſtianity; as they have only a few indiſtin& ideas of original 
ſin, of grace, and juſtification, floating on their minds, the 
peruſal of thoſe pernicious books, with which. evety. infidel is. 
ready and eager to ſupply them, renders them at once degenerate. 
in principle, and profligate in practice. Happy were it for both 
parents and children, if content with © aſking fur the old paths they 
« had walked therein, that they might have found reſt unto 
ce their ſouls! But they” perverſely “ ſaid, we will not wall: 
er therein.” Happy for both parents and children, if, inſtead of 
being « carried about by every wind of doctrine,” they had 
been content to have attended the ſervice of the Church, and 
to have appropriated to themſelves the bleſſings of the Altar— 


they would then have ſown in. righteouſneſs, and have reaped 
in joy! | | 


Y For the miſery which preyails in many families of the Me- 
thodiſts, 


- 
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thovifts, incontrovertible reaſons may be aſſigned, Suppoſing, as 
they do, that God caa only be pleaſed by our abſtaining from the 
innocent pleaſures of life; proclaiming that auſterity of manners, 
and rigour of deportment, are the moſt acceptable ſacrifices which 
can be offered to him, they ſhew no indulgence to the common fail- 
ings of humanity. How much is it to be lamented, that, though 
there are before their eyes ſo many who have made ſhipwreck of 
the happineſs of their families, the. adherents to this perſuaſion 
thould {till obſtinately perſiſt in following ſuch pernicious ſteps ! 


The regulation of the moral temper, and the extinction of the 
malignant paſſions, do not, alas! ſeem to be eſſential, or even 
ſubordinate, parts of their ſyſtem. For though they perſaade 
themſelves that their heart is the actual habitation of God's 
ſpirit, yet we do not often perceive the place of his refidence 
adorned with thoſe graces which are pleaſing in his fight. Ve- 


hemence of temper, uncharitableneſs of opinion, greedineſs of. 


gain—are they not among their diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics ?. 


Need I mention one very material injury to- ſociety, ariſing 


from the preaching of Methodiſin—the deſpair of obtaining 


God's mercy, into which many are plunged ; the horrors they: 


experience, by not ſenſibly receiving, as they are taught to ex- 
pe, the forgiveneſs of their ſins; and the very. unhappy manner 
in which they ſometimes terminate their exiltence ?—thus ruſhing 
unbidden into the preſence of the Almighty, and leaving ſome- 
times numerous and well-diſpoſed families to deplore their loſs ! 
This is an evil from which Methodiſm cannot be exculpated. 


Without preſuming to arraign the general politics of the Me- 
thodiſts, I may be allowed to point out the political evils that 
may flow from their raſh hoſtility to ourſelves. 


In 
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In the hiſtory of all ages, we may trace the cloſe and baneful 
connection between religious ſets and factious parties. While 
the imaginations of men rove in the purſuit of ideal perfections; 
while their paſſions are irritated by the accidental, and perhaps 
the unavoidable, defects of human inſtitutions; while their pride, 
aided by their malignity, graſps at dominion, under the name of 
freedom, every danger which threatens the tranquility of the 
State, may eventally ſhake the foundations of the Church. In 
our times theſe obſervations cannot be flighted as unimportant ; 
and though I mean not to throw out any indiſcriminate charges 
of diſloyalty on the great body of the Methodiſts, 1 cannot but 
ſuggeſt the miſchiefs which may ariſe from that ſpirit of ſtrife 
which they are ſo very prone to indulge. But the oppoſition which 
they carry on againſt the Clergy, zends, ſurely, to overthrow that very 
Eſtabliſhment for which ſome of them profeſs the moſt unteigned 
reſpect. I cannot therefore but warn thoſe ſectaries whom ] for- 
bear to accuſe. The charges of negligence, of hypocriſy, and 
of libertiniſm, which they hurl againſt one very numerous claſs 
of religious teachers, may, from unfavorable. circumſtances, 
enflame the prejudices, and aſſiſt the machinations of thoſe 
reſtleſs innovators, who look with an unfriendly eye upon re- 
ligion under every form. I cannot but call to their ſerious 
recollection the havock which faction, combined with impiety, 
has made in the public inſtitutions, and private morals, of a neigh- 
bouring country. I cannot but remind them that the doctrines 
and the manners of the Church were moſt fiercely arraigned 
by the ſame wretches, Who, in the mad career of their crimes, 
have trampled upon the Croſs of Chriſt,” denied a ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments, and attempted, at leaſt, to extinguiſh even the 
belief of a God. I cannot but entreat them to mingle pru- 
dence with zeal, to conſider the figas of the times and the 


ſeaſons, and to beware leſt, by precipitate endeavours to diſſemi- 
- nate 
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nate tlieir own favorite tenets, they facilitate the introduction of 
thoſe licentivus and profane opinions, which are alike inju- 
rious to Chriſtianity, and ſociety, and which they would appear, 
in common with ourſelves, to dread and to condemn. If the 
doctrines of the Goſpel be taught by any of its proſeſſors upon 
principles which cannot endure the teſt of enlightened reaſon, 
moſt aſſuredly we live in an age when the vigilance and activity 
of our enemies will take advantage of every error in our opinion; 
every defect in our reafoning, and every impropriety in our 
conduct. They will argue from the ſtrife of Chriſtians, againſt. 
the utility, as well as the truth of Chriſtianity itſelf ;, they will 
not be very delicate in examining the grounds of thoſe accuſa- 
tions which they ſee produced moſt frequently, and urge moſt 
vehemently by the very men who ſer up the higheſt pretenſions to 
foundneſs of faith, and ſanity of character. But the danger 
which impends over ourfelves will ultimately reach our ac- 
cuſers; and therefore, upon every principle of ſelf-preſervation, 
as well as of juſtice, they would do well to reflect upon the 
poſſible conſequences of imputations, which, at once, are unde- 
ſerved by the teachers of the Eſtabliſnment, and may be fatal 
to thoſe. who affect the greateſt ſolicitude for. its purity. 


J have now fairly and impartially ſtated how much Chriſtianity -_ 
and civil Society are indebted to the propagation of Methodiſm. 
I have alſo, without exaggeration, laid before you ſome evils. 
which Methodiſm has failed to correct, and ſome which it has 
produced. I have endeavored to ſtrip it of its miſrepreſentations- 
on the one hand, and its diſguiſes. on the other. Whether the 
good or the evil pceponderate, I leave to the determination of your 
own judgment.,. It will, however, be neceſſaty to ſnew farther, . 
why Methodiſm has fo increaſed, and by what means it is ſup- 


ported; but having detained {you fo long already, I cannot be- 
ſtow 
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Now on this part of my ſubject, the attention its importance 
demands. 


III. That Methodiſm has increaſed more ſrom its flattering 
doctrines, than its intrinſic excellence, will, I preſume, evidently 


App ar. 


After ſubjecting them to a certain ſtate of probation—after 
permitting them to labor a certain period under the conviction 
of ſin, during which God requires to be ſought by deep ſighs, 
melancholy groans,“ unceaſing prayers; after threatening them 
with everlaſting deſtruction, in one ſingle moment, he ſpeaks unto 
them, ring in a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
% moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs will J have compaſſion 
«on thee,” —when lol the burden of their fins falls off; though 
«they were as ſcarlet, they ;begome white as ſnow; though they 
<« were as crimſon, they become. as wool. 1 Surely there does 


& not 


* /Theſe ſymptoms, ſays Mr. Wefley, I can no more impute to any natural cauſe, 
than to the ſpirit of God. I make no doubt it was 8ATAN tearing them as they 
were coming to Chriſt. And hence proceeded thoſe n. Cries, & Cm 
Wefley's Journal, from 1741 to 1743. 


We find, between Popery and Methodifm, a very near affinity. Les prelades 
d'une converſion, ſays the eloquent Maſſiſlon, ont, je ne ſais quoi, des larmes, des 
combats,” des agitations, &c. &c. We drudge with pleaſute through the ab- 
ſurd mummery of Flechier, Boſſuet, Maſſillon, & c. becauſe we are abundantly 


compenſated by the taſte, the imagination, the ondion with which ſome of the 
er preachers abound. * | | 75 


+1 viſited a- poor woman a mile or two from the town. Her trials had been 

uncommon; inexpreſſible agonies of mind, joined with all ſorts of bodily pain, 
not {it ſeemed) from any natural cauſe, but the direct operation of Satan: Her 
Joys were now as uncommon 5 ſhe had little time to ſleep, baving for ſeveral months 
5 laſt 
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not appear any analogy between the converſion of the Jews and 
Gentiles, recorded in the New Teſtament, and the new-birth of 
the Methodiſts. Ir were, before fo learned an auditory, ſuper- 
fluous to obſerve, that it was not a blind and ſudden impulſe of 
the mind,* felt by the firſt converts to Chriſtianity, Hut the ſtrength 
of argument, and the power of evidence, urged by the Apoſtles, 
which cauſed them gladly to receive the word, and to be baptized 
into the profeſſion of Chriſt's religion. But when the remiſſion of 
ſins is ſpeciouſly held out to the deſponding ſinnet when all the 
circumſtances that diſtinguiſh the one caſe from the other, are 
diſguiſed by the preacher, and overlooked by the hearer—no 
069 def is it that men, unfurniſhed with erudition, and unaccuſ- 
tomed to diſcrimination, ſhould implicitly believe the truth, and 
ardently wiſh to experience the bleſſings of this conſolatory 
doctrine. I 
D | They 


Jaſt pal 2's as it were, the anclouded face of God, and praifed him day and 
ni; 2ht. Wy 5 Journal, frem 1749 to 1751. | 


* In the firſt propagation of religion, Biſhop Warburton juſtly remarks, God 
began with the und:r/landing ; and rational conviction won the heart. When the 
Holy Ghoſt fell on the D ſeiples at the day of Pentecoſt, the devout men of every 
nation under heaven, heard them ſpeak i in their own tongues. But what ? Not the 
Jargon of fanaticiſm ; ; but the wonderful works of God—4. e. they heard them 
give a rational account of the various parts of God's religious diſpenſations to 
mankind. It was juſt the ſame on all other occaſions. When the picit firft fell 

upon believers, they prophecied ; that 18, they explained the {criptures of the 
Prophets. . en Grace, p. 163. 


+ Here, ARE ſays Mr. Archdeacon Rutherforth, we ſhall be told of Paul, 
who, at his converfion, fell to the earth, and cryed out with trembling and 
atoniſhment, Lord, what wilt thou bave me to do? and of the jailor, who fell 
down trembling at the feet of Paul and Silas, ſaying, Sirs, what muſt I do to be 


ſaved? ? Put to what rr are theſe Re produced? Paul's altonifbment, 
| | which 
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Sent they are of God, they arrogantly and impiouſly boaſt, ta 
te bring certain ſtrange things to the ears of men.” The truths of the 
Goſpel have been heretofore caſt into a barren ſoil; the ſowers have 
received © the ſeed of the word into earthen veſſels,” and by 
their mixing with it the corruptions of learning, and the refine- 
ments of philoſophy, have rendered it of none eſfed. God there- 
fore, to * confound the things of the wiſe, —has called ben out 
* of darkneſs into his marvellous light,” to hallow his name, 
and to ſpread abroad his ſalyation,* 

To 


which made him fall to the earth, was occaſioned not by any clear and diſtinct 
perception of the operation of the Spirit within him, but by an external light 
from heaven; nor was it any ſecret whiſper, which made him cry out, but the 
voice of Chriſt ſpeaking 10 bis outward ears, and ſaying, Saul, Saul, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me? And as far as appears from the ſacred hiſtory, the jailor's emo- 
tions were owing to what came under the notion of 4is bodily ſen/er, and not to 
any inward feeling of a Divine influence. He was awakened from fleep by an 
earthquake; and when he found the priſon doors open, he drew his ſword, & c. 
The jailor recollected for what reaſon the Magiſtrates had committed Paul and his 
companion to priſon ; and rightly concluding that the earthquake and the opening 
of the doors were the work of God, wha gave this teſtimony to the truth of the 
Religion which they taught, be was ftruck by this miracle with a reverential fear, 
and begged of them to inſtruct him in the wey of Salvation. 


It is as little to the purpoſe to inſtance thoſe 3000 perſons who were converted 
by St. Peter's preaching. The ſacred Hiſtorian has written, that they were 
pricked—that is, had a quick and hvely ſenſe of ſorrow in their heart. But he 
has neither written nor intimated that they perceived this to be the work of the 
Holy Ghoſt by any inward feeling. For can no one be pricked in the heart 
without having a clear and diſtinct perception, that this is done by the Sword of 
the Spirit See Dr. Rutherforth's Charges. 


* Mr. Weſley, as Mahomet had done before him, ſanQions his commiſſion by 
miracles. . ** My horſe was exceeding lame — we could not diſcern what it was 
* that was amiſs, and yet he dead ſearer ſet bis ne on the ground——My head 

& ached 
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To this overpowering declamation they give additional force, 
by ſetting before the unconverted part of their followers, the nume- 
rous examples of thoſe fiuners whoſe fins are forgiven, and whoſe 
peace is made with God. To have communion with Chriſt, to 
converſe with God, and to © ſearch all things, even the deep 
things of God” how can an ignorant man withſtand ſo faſcinating 
an offer? Their preaching too is enlivened with anecdotes of 
their adventures; of the numbers converted, ſome after one 
manner, and ſome after another; and of the ſtrong aſſurances of 


ſalvation vouchſafed to a large part of their regenerated fol- 
lowers.* 


But the Methodiſts ingratiate themſelves yet further with their : 


caſual hearers, by the great attention they give to their ſinging, in 
which they are generally allowed to unite what is not ſufficiently 
D 2 regarded 


„ ached more than it had done for ſome months (what I here aver is the naked 
© fat; let every man account for it as he ſees good.) I then thought, cannot 
„ God heal either man or beaſt, by any means, or ithout any ! Immediately 
„% my. wearineſs and head ach ceaſed, and my horſe's lameneſs, the ſame inſtant. 
% Nor did he halt any wore either that day or the next. A very odd accident this 
1 alſo *. Wifteys Journal, from 1743 1 1746. Riſum teneatis amici ? 


Samuel Hitchins, a ſmith by trade, © was taken ill, and. caught a mas 
« [/ignant fever, whereof he died, in which he cries out, I have not the leaſt 
„ doubt of my ſalvation. He cries out aloud, Open the heaven, O my God, and 
„ come down into my ſoul, Come, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and p/unge 
« me into God.“ # U 


His brother Thomas, a tioner, falls ill of a high fever —addreſſing himſelf to 
the people around him, he ſays—** Can't you ſee Jeſus Chriſt coming with an 
+ innumerable company of Angels, and the Golden Banner diſplayed ? They are 
« coming to carry me to the boſom of my God. Open their eyes, O God ! that 
„they may fee them I am whiter than ſnow—l am waſhed in the blood of my 
% Redeemer Why, I am all God.“ Ser Enthuſiaſm of Metbodiſit and Pepiſtiy 
Part 3d. p. 93. 


160 
tegafded in our Church, melody and devotion. Doubtleſs, in this 
part of divine worſhip, pleaſing in iiſelf, and productive of utility, 
ſome improvement might be made by the parochial Clergy;“ for 


as harmony is. cultivated in our ſeveral Churches, in the fame de- 
gree are our congregations uſually increaſed. 


There is another artifice by which their ſocieties are ſupported, 
and their hearers multiplied—l mean the periodical change of 
their preachers. Before the announced period arrives, fame has 
prepoſſeſſed the inhabitants of his, diſtrict in favor of the new 
miſſionary. The conflicts he has ſuſtained with Satan the many 
ſeals the Lord has ſet to his miniſtry the power of his prayers 
the efficacy, of his preaching the miracles of his converſion— 
the advantages of his experience—all are related with conſcious 
triumph, and believed with implicit confidence, 


13 . 
From laudable motives we hope, and we know with diſtinguiſhed 


ſucceſs; they adopt the following expedient both to aſſemble and 
conciliate their congregations : After meeting their ſocieties, they 
become familiarly acquainted with their ſeveral hearers, by which 
means they are enabled, after th:ir manner, to relieve their ſpiritual 
wants. They introduce into their, diſcourſes, a copious variety of 
private and perſonal matter, in conſequence of which their diligence 


is ſaid to be proved by public demonſtration, and their zeal is 
applauded by individual teſtimony. 


There is another mean of increaſing their followers; which I 
cannot reprobate with ſufficient indignation—the unjuſt reflec- 
ona 

4 « This moll pleaſing and, offectiog part of divine . ſays. an amiable 
and diftinguithed Prelate, is now (through a large part of the kingdom at leaft } 
ti rendered almoſt fotally uſeleſs to the Church of Eagland, where; on the con- 


* trary, one ſhould expe to find it in its higheſt ſtate of perfection. Ses 
Biſhop of London's Charge, mY by Rivington, 


yl 
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tions and ſcandalous miſrepreſentations very induſtriouſly made 
of our tenets, and of our preaching. Becauſe we inculcate upon 
our hearers the neceſſity of a good life, we are accuſed of preach- 
ing ſalvation by works,“ independent of the covenanted mercy of 
God through his Son. On the contrary, redemption, we inva- 
riably teſtify, is purchaſed to the whole hvman race by the ſacrifice 
and death of Chriſt; but we further contend that, unleſs we fulfil 
the conditions of it, we ſhall not Le entitled to its bleſſings. 


Such are the means more immediately uſed by themſelves to in- 
creaſe their followers, and ſupport their ſocieties. But we will 
proceed to conſider ſome other circumſtances, which may have 
probably contributed to the eſtabliſhment of Methodiſm, 


One cauſe, which exceedingly promotes its ſucceſs, is the 
very little religious intercourſe which is too often found to ſubſiſt 
between the paltor and his flock, in our own Church. The 
preachers among the Methodiſts maintain a regular communi- 
cation with their people; they enquire how far their ſermons 
are underſtood from the pulpit, and what improvement they 
produce on the minds of their hearers. Unleſs we in ſome 
degree renew the paſtoral intercourſe with our pariſhioners which 
our forefathers maintained, our miniſterial labors will not, I ſear, 
be very ſucceſsful, and Methodiſm will aſſuredly continue to 
increaſe. For however we may be' diſtinguiſhed by our know- 
lege of human nature, our diſcourſes cannot be adapted to the 
moral exigencies of our reſpective flocks, if we are content with 
giving only thoſe inſtructions which are delivered from the 
pulpit. I will not examine how far vanity may induce 'other 
men to aſcertain the impreſſions made by their ſuppoſed elo- 
quence; but, beyond all queſtion, the'regular Clergy, from better” 
motives than vanity, may employ private enquiry in tracing 
out the efficacy of public admonition. | 


The 


_ 


#® Sce Rotherham's admirable Treatiſe on FAITH, 
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The very circumſtance of preaching is, indeed, a powerful 
cauſe, and it has a proportionate effect in the increaſe of Me- 
thodiſm. The ſubjects of out ſermons are not always judiciouſly 
choſen ; 'the underſtandings of our hearers are not always exactly 
confulted ; the lamentable conſequence of which is, that many 
people abſent themſelves from Church with a ſtupid indifference 
to religion, or a contemptuous diſregard of its evidences, and of 
its authority. , 


There is another cauſe which contributes to the propagation 
and ſucceſs of Methodiſm, In too many parts of this kingdom, 
though the pariſhes be large, and the congregations numerous, 
the duty of our Church is thought to be diſcharged by preaching 
a ſermon only in the morning. Now it often happens that a 
conſiderable part of a pariſh eannot attend divine worſhip but in 
the afternoon, When that is the cafe, and it occors very fre- 
_ quently, many well meaning perſons are deprived of thofe com- 
forts, which they are not incapable of feeling, and of thoſe 
exhortations which they may be diſpoſed to follow. I here, my 
Reverend Brethren, make an honeſt and direct appeal to your 
conſciences. If ſuch men, deſirous of that inſtruction which is 
refuſed them in the Church, unite themſelves to any other 
ſociety of Chiiſtians,, can they be ſaid to incur the cenſure of 
« heaping to themſelves teachers, having itching ears?“ Would 
to God this were duly conſidered by us! Almoſt all other 
denominations. of Chriſtians preach. at leaſt twice in the day 
ought we, without very urgent neceſſity, to plead exemption ? 
* In the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening withhold not 
« thine hand; for thou knoweſt not whether ſhall proſper, 
ac whether. this, or that, or whether they both fhall be alike 
* good.” I do not mean that we ſhould preach two. diſcourſes, 
but that we ſhould, in the afternoon; deliver, which is the moſt 
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to be wiſhed, a catechetical Lecture.“ Our Churches would 
be more regularly attended the Lord's day would be more reli- 
giouſly obſerved in our ſeveral pariſhes—and the plea of frequent- 
ing conventicles, to gain intelligible and wholeſome inſtruction, 
would be more fully refuted, 


What now remains, my Reverend Brethren, but that we each 
of us ſeriouſly appeal to our conſciences, whether by our negli- 
gence or inattention, diviſions have crept in, and Methodiſm, of 
conſequence, has made any progreſs in our ſeveral pariſhes ! 
From the ruſtic who forſakes his plow, and from the mechanic 


* Before the introduction of School-divinity into the pulpit, the Clergy, 
it ſeems, uſed a way of preaching ſimilar to that which I recommend —it was called 
poſtillating, and thoſe who uſed it were calle] p2ſillators. *©* This conſiſted in ex- 
« plaining a large portion of Scripture, ſentence after ſentence, in the regular 
© order in which the words Jay, making ſhort practical reflections on each ſen- 
« tence. In this age, when it was uſua) to give every Doctor a name expreſlive 
„of his peculiar excellence, Cardinal Hugo excelled ſo much in this way of 
„ preuching, that he got the name of the aurhentic paſtillator. This ancient method 
of public inſtruction is ſtil] uſed in ſome foreign Churches, and in the Church 
* of Scotland, under the name of teauring.” Ser Henry's Hiſtory of Englan, 


vel. 8th, 1834 page, Bug. 


I am informed by an intelligent Miniſter of the Church of Scotland, that by 
the Acts of Aſſembly, every Clergyman is enjoined to explain ſome paſſage of 
Holy Writ to his hearers, on the forenoon of every Sabbath day. And this 
order is almoſt univerſally obeyed. Lecturing, he adds, is, and jultly, regarded 
by the Church of Scotland, as much more beneficial to the bulk of the people 
than preaching. 


Might not this cuſtom of lecturing be renewed with advantage in our Church, 
ſometimes by Explanations of the Church- Catechiſm, and ſometimes by Com- 
ments on thoſe hiſtorical and prophetical parts of the Old Teſtament, or an thoſe 
chapters in the writings of St. Paul, which are appointed for the Leſſons of the 
Day, an] which often produce the moſt perplexing embarraſsment, or the moſt 


dangerous errors in the minds of unlearned hearers? 
ff I hape 
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who ruſhes from his loom, to dogmatize upon thoſe ſubjects 


which have perplexed the moſt enlightened of the ſons of wen, 


we withhold, and are juſtified in withholding, our approbation. 
We are bound to detect their errors, to check their raſhneſs, 
and to reſiſt their uncharitableneſs. But we are alſo required to 
*« take heed unto ourſelves.” We mult beware, leſt, in per— 
ſorming the duties of our ſacred office, we ſuffer our minds to 


be ſeduced by pleaſure, enſlaved by ayarice, or relaxed by indo- 


lence, In proportion as we are more qualified to counteract the 
wild and deluſive tenets of illiterate and preſumptudus teachers, 
the greater will be our guilt, and the heavier will be our puniſh- 
ment, if the Almighty ſhould ſay unto us, “ I have not ſent 
de theſe, prophets, yet they ran; I have not ſpoken, yet hey 


e prophecied.” 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed all glory, honor and praiſe. Aux. 


* 


J have frequently taken occaſion, in the courſe of my miniſtry,” ſays the 
late excellent Bp. Horne, to explain a Pſalm from the Pulpit ; and whenever [ 
« have dove ſo, whether the audience were learned or unlearned, polite or ruſtic, 
J have generally had the happineſs to find the diſcourſe, in an efpecial manner, 
& noticed and remembered.” See Preface to Comment. on Pja!ms. 


I know a learned and moſt valuable friend who always explains to his congrega- 
tions ſuch paſſages in the Pſalms and Leſſone, as he thinks likely to leave any 
painful or dangerous donbts on their _underitandings. He tells me that thoſe 
explanatiane, which he gives occaſionally in the pulpit, always excite a very un - 
uſua) degree of attention, and are productive, he believes, of uſeful effects. 


I offer no apology for theſe obſervations, becauſe I am exceedingly ſolicitous to 
ſee the cuſtom of lecturing, where there is not · a ſermon in the afteraoon, uxtver- 
SALLY ESTABLISHED. With reſpeRt to the quotations with which the pages are 
crowded, I hope they will be conſidered as both elucidating my . and en: 


forcing my arguments. 8 A 85 
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